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If all the statements and opinions which 1 have

communicated to you since the 24th of last Febru¬

ary, in relation to the position and prospects of the
nations on the Continent of Europe, could be col¬
lated anil compared, the result would be a mass of
contradiction.not more striking or more contra¬

dictory, however, than is the present existing pub¬
lic feeling and opinion upon the same subject.

' Certainly nothing has been done during the last

nine months which has had any tendency to allay,
much less subdue, the tornado of contention and

strife which began its career over Europe last Fe-
ruary. No result whatever has been arrived at, if
we except the completion of the debates on the new
Constitution of the Republic of France, and its cold
adoption by the People of Paris.wr will not say
the people of France, for we have not yet received
any information whatever of the reception which
it ha? met with in the provinces. In this instance,
Paris must be taken as France; and, taken as such,
we must hold that France has adopted her repub¬
lican institutions in a very ap.ithetic manner. There
is much more enthusiasm exhibited at the formal
proclamation of an hereditary British sovereign.
This fact, coupled with the difference in the char¬
acter of the two people, and the peculiar excite¬
ment which we might naturally suppose would be
caused by that important event, leads us to con¬

clude that Franc e is republican only in name, and
that M. Tiiier? and his friends of the monarchical
school will have very little trouble in bringing back
the imperial or kingly rule. Should Louis Napo¬
leon be elected President, the work will be more

than half done ; the remaining steps will be neither
numerous, nor startling, nor difficult. Holding, as

we do, and have always done, that France is not a

soil wherein republicanism can take deep and
healthy root, we think t'iat it will be best for her to

cease cultivating it as soon as possible, and turn

her attention to something more congenial to the
character of her people, and their habits, feelings,
and tendencies. Thus we arrive at the conclusion
that France is yet far from a state of rest and quiet¬
ness ; but we are of opinion that, whatever may be
her ultimate state, she will reach it without any
great public commotion, or any repetition of the
atrocities of her first revolution.

Cut if we look at Germany and Italy, and
Spain and Portugal, we shall tind the two former
with more of the elements of discord and strife
dispersed through their entire length and breadth
than existed at any former period of this eventful
year; and as for the two latter, there seems to be
a deeper fog of apathy and torpid inaction settled
upon them than could have been expected in any
portion of Europe at this period of progress and
enlightenment. These are the faets of the case ;
the conclusions drawn from them are as various as

they well can be, and as contradictory as the feel¬
ings, wishes, and political tendencies of the parties
who form them. It is hard to get a good general
view of the real state of the present; it is impossi¬
ble to predicate any thing as to the future. One
thing only appears to be certain, and that is, we are

very far from the end ; nor have the chief actors in
the busy scene any very detinite object in view : or,
if they have, they are quite uncertain as to what
are the best means of obtaining it. A system of
expediency, a living on from day to day, an adop¬
tion of whatever appears best calculated to meet

any approaching emergency, seems to be the policy
of leading political men on the continent, rather
than any well-matured course of action, any steady,
straightforward, and consistent progress towards'a
desired attainment. This policy has been adopted
'not, however, by all with equally praiseworthy
motives) by Lamartine, Cavaionac, the Kin? of
Pri"s»ia, the Archduke John, and even by the Em¬
peror of Austria, no doubt upon the representations
of his political advisers.
Can we expect any settled result so long as this

is the political policy of leaders and rulers ? And
how, it may fairly be asked, whilst political opin¬
ion is so imnntured as it is with the masses of
mankind, are Emperors and Kings and Presidents
to decide what is best to be done ? If the People
of continental Europe were asked individually what
they want, and what form of Government they
wish their respective countries to adopt, nine-tenths
of them would not be able to give any rational re¬

ply. - Thus it is that nine-tenths of the People at

large, having no knowledge or will of their own,
become the tools by which designing and danger¬
ous demagogues gain power and influence; and
from this arises the necessity that is felt by men of
principle, who hold places of trust, to apparently
abandon that principle, and play off these dema¬
gogues one against the other, so as to neutralize
their power and keep the great interests of society
intact and secure. We do not see any end to this
system at present, or any very immediate promise
of Europe's tranquillity." The mischief has arisen,
not Iroin reform being now unnecessary and revo¬
lution uncalled for, but from the former having been
undertaken before the People had determined what
reformation they needed; and the latter commenc¬
ed belore they had counted the cost and prepared
themselves to meet all its consequences. We know
we shall not be understood as endeavoring to pal-'
.iate the atrocities which have been perpetrated at
Vienna, Berlin, Prague, Frankfort, and elsewhere,
by whichever party has had the upper hand: now

by an infuriated populace, and now by a revengeful
monarch, or a half civilized general at the head of
a barbaric army. We are aiming to account for
them, and lament that the vista of the future does
not open brightly before us, and show, at no great
distance, a welcome termination to this sickening
State of things.

We, in this island home, have also our contem¬
plated reforms and revolutions, but they are of that
description which need not, and will not, we trust,
involve any breach of our peace, any invasion of
our quiet. Our people, or at least a great majority
of them, (thanks to our free institutions and the pow¬
er of the press!) know what they want, and know
the proper H ay of obtaining it; and our rulers also
feel that what the people want they will sooner or
later obtain, and that; it is not safe policy to deny
or thwart their reasonable wishes. If they cannot

prudently grant all, they will grant a part; if thev
cannot introduce reform, economy, and retrench¬
ment all at once, they will introduce them gradual¬
ly as opportunity offers, and the people will pa¬
tiently wait SO long as they see that these opportu¬
nities are not neglected. It will be thus with par¬
liamentary and financial reform, the two great ob¬
jects towards which the public mind is at present
turned. There is a society at Liverpool, called the
*.financial Keforui Association," which is throw-
ing much information before the people in its pro¬
ceedings and reports, and this not in an-exciting
incendiary manner or in the spirit of demarogism,
(to use :1 word of Sidney Smith's,) but in plain
-straightforward statements, accompanied with sim¬
ple ami convincing illustrations and arguments.
The following short notice of a speech made at a
late meeting of this association may serve to show
the nature ot its proceedings, and the effects which
they mustnecfhsarily produce upon the public mind.
The national debt is stated to be eight hundred mil¬
lions sterling, and the population of the United
Kingdom twenty-eight millions; then, of course,
every individual man, woman, or child is twenty.
nine pounds in debt, and the payment of the inte¬
rest of this debt saddles each one with an annual
payment of twenty shillings sterling. The sup-
pMrt of the army for the present year costs each in-

dividual 14s. 3d. The standing array consists, af¬
ter thirty-three years of peace, of no less than
123,993 rank and file, ufficeied by 5,734 gentlemen ; "men
' (ssys the speech) who spurn an honest trade or the profea-
' Mon of a merchant, but who, nevertheless, dabble in the
. commission market for their own aggrandizement. This ar-

' my ia kept up," continued the speaker, " lor fear there should
' be a war, and for the protection of our colonies and our large
. export* to them. Our colonies cost >u« £4,000,000 a year,
'and our exports to them amount to about £9,000,000 an-
' nually ; to that it costs us about 9s. to protect every 20s.
.worth of exports." "Our exports to the I'nited States, in
' 1814, amounted to very nearly as much as those to our colo-
. Hies. The latter coat us i. 1,000,000, the former £15,000
. for diplomatic salaries, <Stc.; and yet wo pay our Ambassa-
. dor at Washington more than the Americans pay their Pre-
'sident! The expenses of the civil Government of British
4 Guiana, with it* 100,000 population, is £29,000; that of
.the State of New York, with its 2,500,000, only about
. £.6,000. We pay to our four Governors in ourNoithAme
' ritun colonies £2,5,00 more than the" thirty States of the
' Union pay their thirty Governors !"

Looking at the expenses and composition of the army, it is
found that each man in the Horse Guards costs (exclusive of
hordes) £58 l is. Id. per annum ; in the first Dragoon Guards
£55 15a. 4d. do.; in the Grenadier Guards £62 4s. lOd.
do. ; in the 1st regiment of infantry £28 17s. do. IS'ow, why
this great difference > A Cavulry regiment has usually about
28 officer#, the Grenadier Guards has 120 ! A regiment has
generally one lieutenant colonel, this has 30 ! There are

usually 'J captains and lieutenants, the Grenadier Guards has
30! The entire number of gensrals in the army is'69.
there are also 131 lieutenant generals and 84 major generals,
in all 284 generals; being niore than two generals for every
regiment! There are also 311 colonels in the army and 684
lieutenant colonels ; making a total of 1,025, or seven com¬

manding officers to each regiment! " Of these officers, there
'are 206 colonels receiving retired pay.at £1 7s. 6d. per day ;
' ai.d 168 lieutenant colonels receiving half pay at lis. per
'day for doing nothing." "But you will say," continue*
the speaker, "why are such monstrous abuses allowed?
' Simply becausc we have a law which is called 'primogeni-
. lure,' which Adam Smith says means 4 a custom, which, in
' oider to enrich one, beggars all the rest of the children and
' this law is intended to preserve the great historic names of
' our ancient nobility ! Well, the younger sons are thus left
' out, and, being too proud to beg, and considering it beneath
' their dignity to engage in any thing useful, must have gen-
4 tlemanly allowance? granted them ; and their parents not
' boir.g willing to do this, the nation, through the Parliament,
4 is gently persuaded to grant these allowances; and so we

.fina these younger sons in swarms in the army, navy, church,

. colonies, and home and foreign Courts. But you will natu-

. rally say, the Hou*e of Commons vote the supplies, and
'should not allow such extravagance."
The following statement is then given of the constitution of

the present House of Commons. Among the 656 members,
there are 250 who are officers, or the immediate connexions
of officers; there are 133 brothers, sons, and near relatives of
peers ; 56 baronets belonging to the aristocracy, and 85 land¬
ed proprietors married to sisters, daughters, &c. of peers.
Some of the members, however, stand in more than one of
these ljjU, and some in them all; but collecting the individual
names there are 3S1 persons, or a standing majority, "in
' what is called the People's house, who are interested in keep-
4 ing up a war establishment and official extravagance. This
' extravagance will continue until the House of Commons is
' mide iu truth the Commons House of Parliament; and un-
' til the middle and industrious classes of the country have that
. fair share in the administration of their own affairs which
' their wealth, their talent, their industry, and their mjrality
' deserve."
One great design of this and similar associations appeals to

be to in term the public, particularly the working classes, of
the great superiority, as to equality of operation and bur¬
den, of direct taxation ver indirect. To show how this lat¬
ter mode, by taxing heavily the necessaries of life, bears un¬

equally upon the poorer and middle classes, they give a state¬

ment of the dut e* derived from the following articles for the
year which ended January 5, 1847 :

Spirits, foreign and domestic £8,376,078
Tea 5,112,005

Malt 5,084,650
Tobacco and «nuff. 4,319,038
Sugar and molaases 4,050,418

Wine 1 1,892,242
Timber.... 1,133,672
Excise licenses 1,036,155
Soap 965,836

Paper 798,814
Coffee 756,838

Com 723,600
liricks, 638,422
Currants and raisins 470,263

Hups 286,265
Siks 235,377

Post horse duties 179,832
Butter and cheese 224,832
Candles and tallow 89,988

Glass 18,822
Miscellaneous 845,706

Total £37,288,803
" Ckrtainly the tir»t necessaries of lift.indeed the very es¬

sential, without which it cannot be maintained.are food and
shelter, not to particularize fuel and clothing. And how are
these affected by the above list of taxes * All are enhanced
in price, and placed above the reach of millions. Bread,
cheese, butter, sugar, and currants, in the way of food ; and
as drinks, tea, coffee, beer, and wine. A* regards shelter,
the materials which furnish it escspe not, as witness timber,
bricks, <kc. With which of these can the poor, can any man
dispense, without suffering material want ? While to exist
without the use, or with an insufficient use, of every one of
them, i* a state of wretchedness bard to conceive, but which
is expe rienced by thousands. 8econdsry to these, only from
the fact that they are not essential to life, are tobacco, soap,
candles, paper, &c., the taxes upon which articles become,
after those on food, the moet objectionable that can be con¬
ceived to large classes of the community. To what, under
such a crushing load of -taxation, has the poor man to look
for comfort and happiness > Shelter, food, fuel, all taxed,
all put beyond hi* reach, except the almost spontaneous pro¬
ductions of the earth, potatoes and mud and water."
A report of the Association then proceeds to show

that out of every three pence which the poor man
spends in tea, two pence goes to the Government
in the shape of tax; that malt liquor is much in¬
creased in price to the consumers, who arc princi¬pally among the lower class, by the duty on the
raw material; and that the price of tobacco, nine-
tenths of which is consumed by the working classes,
is increased nearly tenfold by the duty.
Such is the mode which is now taking to give thepeople at large some idea of the effect of indirect

taxation upon their comforts ; and to show them,
although the tax-gatherer does not absolutely and
literally call at their doors for the duties, that they
are taxed heavily \ipon almost all they cat and
drink, and upon almost every thing they use and
wear. And they are further told ami taught that
they are so taxed to support the wasteful expendi¬
ture of the higher classes.
We have given thus much of this subject, not be-

cause we agree with every observation or admit the
cogency of every illustration which we have quoted,
or because we approve of this mode of instructingthe people, seeing that it must lead to discontent,
without showing any very available remedy ; but
we have stated it as part of the history of the times,
as exhibiting the direction in which much of the
mind and thought of Kngland is now running, and
as shadowing forth the subjects which, most pro¬bably, Parliament will have to attend to at the ap-proaching session. ,

The Hduse of Commons was not idle during its
last session. The number of days devoted to busi¬
ness was 170, the number of hours of sitting was
1,407, being an average of 8 hours 16 minutes each
day. The longest sitting was fifteen hours and a
half, the shortest a quarter of an hour. The num-
her of hours after midnight in which the House was
in session was 130. The whole number of entries[on the votes was 10,412; the number of divi
^ions 255.

The Cholera does not make much advance in
England. The number of deaths in London last
week from all diseases was 1,184, the average being
1.154. Of these deaths 189 were from scarlatina (
and tvphus, and only 54 by cholera. The deaths
bv cholera throughout England and Scotland con¬

tinue to equal about hall the number of cases. We
have not vet heard of the cholera in Ireland.
The bread bakers of London appear to have had

more than their proportional share of commercial,
and trading difficulties. It might have been sup-,
posed that, dealing as they do in the most necessary
and universal article of home consumption, tiiey
would scarcely have felt that stagnation and falling
oil' of business which all trades must have experi¬
enced that principally depend upon a foreign mar¬

ket ; but the reverse appears to have been the case.

A meeting of the bakers of London has lately been
held, at which it was stated that the number of ba¬
kers in London was about 2,400, and that nearly
800, or one-third of the whole number, had become
insolvent during the last twelve months. It was
also stated that some steps were necessary, not only
for the protection of the trade, but for the benefit of
the public, who, in buying what they considered a

cheap article, were supplied with food ol a delete¬
rious quality, and highly injurious to health ; and
that a large quantity of bread sold was not fit tor
human consumption. From this unfair competi¬
tion, it frequently happened that the quartern loaf
hail risen in price when the price of llour had fallen,
ami vice versa. In the year 1814, when the Lord
Mayor regulated the price of llour, the baker was

allowed a profit of 13s. 4d. on the sack of 20 stones,
or -80 pounds weight. He did, not now realize
half that amount. The bakers appear to desire to
regulate the price of bread by means of an associa¬

tion, to be called " The Bakers Assize Associa¬
tion." This does not seem to us to be the proper
mode of doing it. Let the municipal authorities
severely punish those who sell bad bread, and the
evil will soon cure itself. Combinations of trades
are always bad. Fair competition, under the pro¬
tection of the law, must always be the best mode ol
securing to the public a good article at a fair price.

There is but little news from France. The two
points of interest are the Presidential election and
the state of the finances. The latter u becoming
the more serious question ol the two, for it is that
upon the solution of which must depend the sta¬

bility of any Government and the return tf national
prosperity." It appears that the Government state¬
ments of the absolute condition of the treasury and
of the prospects of the revenue are considered as

being very unsatisfactory, and that the 143000,000
of the latter melt down into an astonishing.y small
sum under a little examination. Items are jut into
it which no financial experience justifies, andefiects
not negotiable, such as mortgages, &c. Gavern-
ment stock to a large amount is also improperly
included, and credited at a value forty per cent,
greater than it would realize in the market In
fact, the whole sjatement is regarded as obscuie and
evasive, and worse than no statement at all. This
is a very vulnerable point in the peace and pros¬
perity of France.

As respects the Presidential question, very little
can be stated with certainty. One thing appears,
however, clear.Gen. Cavaionac is every hour
becoming a more formidable opponent to Prince
Louis, and will run him much closer than was exr
pected. At Marseilles, Nismes, and some other
principal cities, Cavaionac will be supported al¬
most unanimously. lie will have, it is said, hall a
million of votes in Provence alone, and a ery large
majority in the departments of Herault and he Gard,
The great majority of Representatives luve pro¬
nounced in lavor of Gen. Cavaionac. In fact, very
nearly half of them arc now in the provinces can¬

vassing for him ; so many having obtained their
v/jugr from the Assembly that it is with difficulty
a quorum can be mustered for the transaction of
business. An association of the members of the
Assembly has been formed at Paris, uuder the Pre¬
sidency of M. Buchf.z, to promote Gen. C.'s elec¬
tion. M. de Lamartine has not, it appear*, re¬

linquished his candidateship. He seems to think,
like your pure-minded William Lowndes, that an
office of such importance and dignity is neither to
be sousht after nor refused. The Courrier Fro.i-
¦caii and the Men Public have taken up M. de L.\-
martine's cause very warmly. Louis Blanc has
been solicited by his friends to become a candidate,
but he declines doing so, stating that, in his opinion,
" there ought to be no President, the Preside!*1}'
being the remains of monarchical prejudices." ilt-
drc Rollin still continues to be a candidate, an! a

portion of the lied Republicans will probably v6te
for Raspail, or some other of his stamp.

But if there be no news from France, we hare
an abundance from Germany ; so much so that fe
scarcely know how to make a short abstract of ft.
Beginning with. Prussia, it may be observed ttat
the sittings of the National Assembly at Berlin hate
been broken up by the military ; that the burghtr
guard have been in great measure disarmed by the
same agency, but without bloodshed; that the
Assembly, before its final and forcible dissolution,
voted the refusal to pay taxes after the 17th instant.
This vote, the Miuister Eiciiman says, is contrary-
to law, and warns the people not to attend to it.
The judges in the, criminal courts have resolved not
to take cognizance of any charges against political
prisoners,44 as all law," they say, " is at an end."
Late intelligence states that the King las deter¬
mined to withdraw the decree adjourning the Diet
to Brandenburg, and that M. Grabow, formerlyPresident of the National Assembly, has been
charged by his Majesty to form a new Cabinet.

If we turn to Vienna, we find very little to give
us satisfaction. General welden, a co-worker with
Radetzki, has been appointed Governor of that ill-
fated city. Jellachich quitted Vienna for Hun¬
gary on the 14th, and Prince Windischoratz was
about to follow. The entire subjugation, if not an¬
nihilation of the Magyars, is the next step in the
catalogue. In Austria, as well as in France, the
state of the finances is becoming very serious.
There is a deficit in the revenue during the last
eleven months of no less than sixty millions of
florins. The last news from Vienna brings an ac¬
count of the execution of M. Messenhaitsf.r, the
commander of the national guard, during Jhe late
outbreak. The proceedings at Vienna seem to be
as little approved of at Frankfort as tho«cat Ber¬
lin. The Emperor is about establishing his court
at Prague. It can hardly be, however, that the
Central Parliament nt Frankfort will allow so fair a
portion of the Fatherland as Austria to Ucome a
mere province of Sclavonia. The Diet at Frank¬
fort appears to have had its policy materiallychanged by the recent events in Prussia and Aus¬
tria. It has become more decided and liberal. The
following resolution was carried without a debate :

.'The National Assembly, protesting before til Germany
' against the nrre«t tn«l execution of the deputy robkrt
' b(.rx, which took place in contempt of the law ot the em-
' pi re of the 30th of Heptr rnbef, lummoni the Ministry of the
. empire to take the mo»t eneigetic roeaeures to cause thoee
' persona to be tried and puniahed who took pert, directly or
. indirectly, in thia arrest and execution."
We have yet to hear what will be the rejoinder from Vi-

enna. At Ltirsic and Drksdek the execution of Blum has
caused the freaieat excitement againet Aaetria. At wcm-
ti<krtec the Chamber of Deputiee has peseed * series of re-
eolutions, calling on the Central Government at Frankfort to
take in hand the Prussian affair, and treat it aa its own, to
protect the Prussian Assembly against the Minutry, and to
preser*e the Prussian people from military despotism. M.
Taonr.1, the fellow Deputy with rorrrt bi.cw at V ienna,
and who had also been sentenced to death, but who waa after¬
wards pardoned, has arrived at Frankfort, and made a great
sensation in the Assembly by his account of the arreat, trial,
and execution of hie associate. Htronf resolutions against
the proceedings at both Vienna and Berlin were under diacua-

.ion at Frankfort. Another week develop mitten o

great importance to the peace and prou^rny of ^«'many t
but no one can veuture to prophesy what thej' will be. 1 here
appear* to be no doubt, however, that the AriAduke Joan
and the Central Parliament wili aupportthe cause ot I be peo¬
ple of both Auatria and Prussia against their imperial and
royal oppressors.
The only new. from Spain U, that the Carliat war is on

the eve of termination through negotiation. It is said that
Cabrera is to be lestoied to his rank, titles, Ac. upon laying
down arms. What concessions are to be made to the Count
of Montemolin is not stated. The Gazette dt Madrid cob-
tains all official contradiction to the ieportarespecting negotia¬
tions being on foot for the aale of Cuba to the Government
of the United States, as stated in the American papers.
Nor do the papers of the week furnish us with much news

from Italt. The severities permitted by RaIIUKI at Milan
had caused strong lesolutions to be passed at Turin. 1 he
heavy contributions which he has levied in Lombardy will
press ruinously upon the noble families of Vibconti, Bar-
romeo, Litta, and Pro , whilst the family of Casati will
lose half its property by this iniquitous tax. Every thing
quiet in Sicily. The King of Naples is said to be willing
to make laige conceaaions to Sicily, to grant the constitution
of 181*2, and an independent government under one of his sons
as sovereign. A stranger account is, that the King had ap¬
plied to the Emperor of Russia to take a part in the proposed
mediation, and that the latter had responded, unexpectedly,
by a recommendation to the King to make large and liberal
concessions !
The news from India is, that the Supreme Government;

had decided upon the permanent annexation of tha Punjaub
to the British territories in India; that the whole country
would be immediately occupied ? and that the Bengal army
was to be increased 15,000 men.o
Nothing particularly interesting in the Literary world ; and

very little in the Theatrical, excepting the astonishingfuror
with which " God save the (Jueen " is sung every night by
an overcrowded audience at Drury Lane Theatre, to the crash
of four military bands and the powerful regular orchestra of
the theatre. John Bull is most vociferously loyal at this time.
Punch has a very fair hit upon the ciicumstance.
We will sjy nothing about your Presidential election until

we arc quite sure of the result. The Times of the 21st has
an excellent article upon the character, &c. of Gen. Taxlor,
taking it for granted, as we are very willing to do also, that
he is to occupy the White House for the four next years.
November 24..No news whatever this morn-

irttr, except that the insurrection at the Cape of
Good Hope has been put down by a defeat of the
insurgent Boers. A great debate will take place in
the National Assembly at Paris to-morrow, when
important developments are expected. Gen. tA-
vaignac has dared all his opponents to the issue.
All the absent members have been recalled b> tele¬
graph, and a house of at least six hundred is ex¬

pected. We shall be much disappointed it the
General does not come off victorious. 1 he King
of Prussia is more obstinate than was expected.^

EXTRACTS FROM THE NEWSPAPERS.

FROM THE LONDON TIMES OF NOVEMBER 21.
The election for President of the United States took place

on the 7th instant. Under present circumstances it is im¬
possible not to regard peace and war, or rather a friendly and
a quarrelsome policy, as the alternatives chiefly at issue. On
this view of the case the choice made by the States calls for
our warm congratulations. Gen. Taylor's military reputation
it is not our business to exalt. The Mexican war was no

concern of ours, but it was impossible not to admire the daring,
the hardihood, and the skill of an invasion conducted into the
heart of a distant country, under a tropical climate, with an

army of volunteers, and carried to the metropolis and last cita¬
del of the empire. But Gen. Taylor has better qualifications
for government than these. His speeches, his letters, and
his whole conduct show him to be a gentleman, a man of
temper, of conciliatory habits, and good sense. The humani¬
ty of which he has given many proofs in his military career
has been equally conspicuous, though doubtless equally tried,
in the new field of political warfare. The mild tone of the
General's addresses shows that he can spare his fellow-citizens
as well as his foes, and respect feelings as well as life and
property. It is something, too, that he is not a party man.

He has been selected by the Whigs-that is, the conservative
and traditional school.not for any opinion* he had ever ex-
piesscd, but siroplf as a clarum et vcnerabiltnomen, likely
to unite miny suffrages. He was offered, in fact, as a com¬
promise to all parties. A. such he has been accepted by a

majority of the more respectable citizens, and as such he
has been denounced and contemned by the firebrands of the

Oaa. Cass, it must not be disguised, would have been a

serious infliction, and we are thankful to be spared him. He
i* a frantic envier and hater of our institutions, empire, and
race, with sufficient ambition to inspire dangerous designs, and
sufficient rashness to lead him to the attempt. When the
General represented his Government at Paris, he made him¬
self remarkalle for the continual bitterness of his tone to this
country. He appeared to have imbibed those Mulous and
vulgar notions of the British aristocracy and of British policy
which Cooper has embodied in his noveh, and which
lowest portion of the American press industriously propagate
with ever-increasing exaggeration. Ever since February he
has been loudly proclaimed as the man for the crisis, and as
the most suitable gift the United States could offer to the ge-
mus of revoiution in .he Old World. America, .1 was as¬

sumed, must be invoked, and, if not, would at least: make an

opportunity of interference. Ireland, Canada, Cuba have be^come familiar words in certain circles of the Lnion. There
can be little doubt that, had Cass been elected, he would have
!>een propelled, not only by his party, not only by his numer¬
ous Irish supporters, but by his own taste and ambition, to at¬
tempt another grand feat of annexation. He «ouM not in-
deed have carried with him the public opinion of the Luited
Slates He would have involved theLnion in unprecedented
debt, and struck a heavy blow at its trade and manufactures;
but he would have run all risks for fame and pc>wer, orithe
.ambler's speculation that, if he should ."cceed, the Congres.
and the Union would acccpt that expiation of the enme. t
would have been most disastrous to both parties » for, such is
the pride and constancy of this country, that the quarrel1 would
have l>een maintained at almost any expense. But dwelling
as we do securely by our neighbor, and laboring to be at peace
with him, we do not deserve to be dragged into a quarrel.

ADDRESS OF THE REGENT OF GERMAN*.
The Colosrnc Gazette contains the following ad¬

dress of the Archduke Regent to the people of
Germany:
To the German People.." Germans ! I address you at

a most serious crisis as legards the interest o. our Fatherland.
Listen to my words with confidence. A lamented schism as
occurred between the Crown snd the popular representati es

of Prussia ! The people of Germany have taken part in this
controversy to a considerable extent, and they have, in doing
w maintained a peaceful and legal attitude. The vo.ee of
passion, however, resounds through the land, and extendswithTnflammatory fury. Apart of the
have resolved to withhold the taxes. By so doing,jJjTloosened the bands of political existence, deeply shaken the
foemdations of civil society and brought Prus-ia, and wnh it
the whole of Germany, to the verge of civil war. Pr"«'»n*
the representatives of Germany, at Frankfort assembled, ha
in this momentous crisis, uttered the soothing words orpeace.
The Imperial Assembly has expressed a wish that the King oI
Prussia should surround himself with advisers who enjoy the
confidence of the country. It ha. solemnly pledged luelf to
maintain the riahts and liberties promised and insured to you .

U has ^m^d you protecUon against any attempt (o violate
hem It hTs, however, at the same time declared the reso-
tion of the Prussian deputies to withhold the
null and void. Prussians! The Imperial Assembly a

Frankfort represents the Germsn nation in the aggregate, and
its decision is supreme law (obcr$te$gcietz) to
I will act in full accordance with the Imperial Assembly- I
will not allow the resolution which, by prerent'ngthel^ythe taxes in Prussis, endangers the prosperity of .he whok^ of
Germany, to be carried into effect. I will, howeve , enforce
the fulfilment of the pledges given for
riehts and liberties of the Prussian people; they shall remainiB« . as well as those of all our German brothers. Prus-

I rely upon ycu, that you will stand by .e-that you
will aveid all acts of illegality and violence, and show your¬
selves worthy of the blessings of liberty. Keep the peace,Tnd I will maintain it also. Germans! I rely ""jouwhostand by me, and I will stand by you. The longjobiect, for which we are striving, »s nearly attained. The
labors of the German constitution will soon be eomfttft and
our beautiful Fatherland will then in unity and freedom be

' ..Vegentof the^Ernpire.
Countersigned by

..ScHaMtmiwo, wohl,
4i ii tv tit ath.
"Pbccker.

'
«. The Imperial Ministers."

A WEEK LATER.

London, November 30, 184(3.
This mighty m^Bs of almost every shape, shade,

and condition of human life does not present a more
striking contrast in any thing than in the conditions
of the two portions known, in London parlance, as
the West End and the East End. A description of
the one would serve to indicate the other, for all
that the West End it the East it not, and vice versa.
The Inquirer, a weekly religious journal, says :

«< ln the West spacious park*, noble squares and street*;
in the East narrow streets, pent-up courts and alleys. In the
West reigns stillness, which is only broken at times by the
roll of stately carriages 5 i» the East the constant bustle and
clamor and noise of itinerant traders of every description, striv- jing to sell their petty wares, prevail from early morning to al¬
most midnight. In the West the study of the inhabitants U
how to kill time ; in the East weary toil is pursued from fif¬
teen to eighteen hours out of every twenty-four for a scanty
support; or a compulsory idleness, and atill more scanty sup¬
port, farm the fate of thousands. The dwellings in the West
are capacious and often gorgeous, affording space for many
times their occupants } in the East it is not uncommon to find
half a score of persons inhabiting the same apartment, which
serves for kitchen, parlor, sleeping room, and every other do¬
mestic purpose. Nor need we say that the dress of the peo¬
ple of the West and the East are in the extremes of quantity
and quality ; the former consisting of well-stocked wardrobes,
and new stores added by ever-changing fashion; the latter
barely sufficient for decency, and rarely for comfort. In the
West eveiy thing that the body wants, or fancies that it wants,
is instantly supplied, if it can be procured for money 5 in the
East thousands of persons wai.t the necessaries of life, aud
tens of thousands the comforts; and sickness and disease
transfer their victims daily from the narrow room to tho nar¬
rower grave. There, at least, the contrast between the East
and the West is not so great as that which is exhibited above
ground."
A long and wearisome walk in the dirty streets

of this great metropolis, and several hours' inhala¬
tion of its murky atmosphere, redolent of many other
things besides perfumes, added to the disagreeable
and sometimes dangerous consequences of the reck¬
less rushing by of the busy crowds on the slippery
pavements, and who impinge upon whoever is in
the least in their road, without regard to either age
or sex, form a combination of disagreeables which
must be seen and felt to be comprehended. You
look in vain in the crowded streets here for that
urbanity and courtesy which you almost invariably
find in New York and other of your American ci¬
ties, in which, if, through the pressure of a crowd
or accident, any one brushes your elbow, you are
almost sure to have an apology made. But here
you receive a blow on your right elbow whilst you
are endeavoring to avoid an impediment on your
left, which turns you half round, and often causes

you to stumble.you have scarcely room to fall;
and the p:rty thus annoying you has probably serv¬
ed half a tozen other persons in the same rough
manner before you recover you position, and thinks,
probably knows not, that he has in the least incom¬
moded anj one. I once mentioned this roughnessin transitioi the Londoners to a friend ; he repliedthat the gnater part of the people in the streets had
not time to be polite ; that they were all bent upon
some objee , all pushing their way to some point or
other, whict they had only a limited time to attain;
and that th»y did not intend to be rude, but were I
only going straight-forward about their business, and
thought evtry body else was doing the same ; and
if they were told they had rudely pushed against
any one, th'y would probably be surprised, and al¬
lege that tlu complaining party had pushed against
them. This is very likely the real state of the case,
for no one vould intentionally and deliberately in¬
sult or inotinmode a person who was a perfect
stranger to J im, and it is no very wild assertion to
make that a ne-tenths of the persons who pass each
other in Chtapside or Cornhill do not recollect see¬

ing each other before, and may never see each other
again. For my own part, I can truly assert that,
although I have traversed these crowded thorough¬fares almost daily for two years, I have not, to the
best of my recollection, ever met the same person
twice, unless it be the police and the postmen.

But thert is a greater nuisance than even these
annoyances^ of dirt, and fog, andcrowdt and that is,
the misery and degradation which assail you at every
step, to the destruction of every comfortable sensa¬
tion, and a sense of mingled pity and disgust, caus¬

ing you to rebel against the orJer of things which
has thus brought such masses of human beings to¬
gether, to fester in dirt, vice, poverty, and starva¬
tion. These are the annoyances of a ramble in the
East, or eitv end of the metropolis. A walk in the
West End is free from the dirt and the crowd, and
much of the mass of street pauperism which trouble
you in the East. Even here you have, however,
from November to April, excepting at intervals
"few and far between,'' to breathe a polluted at¬
mosphere, and to live in fog and smoke. Nor do
the splendor of the equipages,, the gay apparel of
the passers by, the spacious and costly edifices, and
all the other appendages of wealth, make amends,
by showing the comfort and the luxuries of hun¬
dreds, for the misery and want and vice of thou¬
sands. But it may be asked how is this to be
avoided, unless by the establishment of some of the
plans of the French Communists or Socialists. We
are certainly no advocates for any of these nos¬
trums, because we consider them «s founded upon
wrong principles, and, could they be adopted, theywould not remove the evils of which we are com¬

plaining unless by the substitution of still greater
ones. We have no plan of our own to remedy this
great, this almost only pressing grievance which
pervades English society. W e can only lament
its existence, and wish that the wise and powerful
men of the land would undertake its cure.
To such a degree has mendicity increased in the

suburbs of London, through the means which have
been taken to suppress it -in the city, that it is ab¬
solutely distressing to sit by your own fireside, on
account of the piteous objects that place themselves
before your windows,, exhibiting every mark of
wretchedness and wo, and whose tones and looks
reveal the extreme of human suffering. Much of
this may be assumed; no doubt, with too many,
begging is a trade, and a good trade, realizing more
than can be earned by honest industry ; yet reduce
the number of beggars by every reasonable amount
of supposed imposture, and there is still a mass left
behind which makes the heart sicken under its con¬
templation. Nor must it be forgotten that the ob¬
trusive and clamorous part of this suffering class
bears but a frnall proportion to those who sit in si-
lonce by the cold hearth and the unspread table.
So destructive is the stream of beggars in the streets
of all chance of comfort and composure, that I have
known families prefer living in the back-rooms of
their houses to avdld it. A great number of the
itinerant venders of small wares are liberally pau¬
pers of another description; their little stock in
trade is probably worth only two or three shillings,
and they urge your purchase of their goods with a

pertinacity and an earnestness which indicate that
their very subsistence depends upon their disposing
of them. Necessity has sharpened men's wits,
and ways and modes of getting a precarious living
have been hil upon, which, in more prosperous
communities, would scarcely be credited. I'assing
through Lombard street the other day, I had for-

ritten the number of a house of business at which
wished to call, and asked for information of a de-

centlv dressed man, who stood at a corner of a cross
street. He replied that he would tell me " if I
. would give him a penny, for he had no other
. means of getting a living than by answering such
. questions!"

But this is a painful subject, and were it not so

prominent a one, and one which is vitally connected
with the future prosperity and peace of Englatid, I|

would not Hive aiu,ded 10 j*» but »* " sapping the
very foundation of he»~ social system, it is the veryhead ant* front of all her ^cullies, ii is the point
jo whioA her legislators mut>.' promptly and etfr-
cienUv turn thifcir attention, ere the amount of suf-
feriitf and misery becomes too great to be any
longer bowed down beneath, and one mighty ava¬
lanche of U»e populace, stung to madness bi' the
sharp tot*h of want, shall break through all th.it
stands -between them and the food and raiment ana
shelter which they have so long been deprived of.
TU"a needs not to be dreaded at present; but the
course of passing events has most assuredly such
a calamity in its train. It is for patriots and states¬
men, for the benevolent, the wise, and the good menof our land to unite their wisdom and their virtuesand arrest so terrible an evil. We know that ourf#llow-citizens in your abundant and prosperousland desire to have correct notions of English so¬
ciety and the condition of the English people, and
they cannot obtain these unless they have some
faint idea of the condition of London as respectsmendicity. I have only attempted to describe some
of its effects upon a looker-on, who is, perhaps,
more strongly impressed by it from his long resi¬
dence in a country where neither his eye nor his
ear was pained by any thing resembling or ap¬
proaching to whatsurrounds him here at almost every
step. I would not libel my native land by any of
my descriptions; I know that she stands in tjjeforemost rank for her noble charities and her Be¬
nevolent institutions of every kind, and for the re¬
lief of every ill which humanity can suffer ; but
the number and extent of these charities give la¬
mentable proof ot the necessity lor them, and the
thousands of miserable beings which even their al¬
most princely revenues are not sufficient to relieve
show that England's poverty is yet far ahead
of England's benevolence. The evil must be boldlyand resolutely and promptly grappled with. Twentymillions sterling conferred (abstractedly) a verydoubtful boon upon the negroes in the W est Indies
and well near .ruined their masters. Twenty mil¬
lions sterling spent upon bettering the condition of
the white man at home would have worked miracles
in the social position of England and saved an in¬
calculable amount of sin and suffering. That sum
of money, or a larger one, will still have to be ap¬plied to arrest this evil. All mere temporizing ex¬
pedients are worse than useless ; they are mis¬
chievous, because they only toll back the troubled
wave for a brief interval, without providing for the
increased force of its returning swell.
Cotton cultivation in India has received an im¬

portant aid, by a mechanical invention lately ex¬
hibited at Calcutta, by which the churka or cleans¬
ing machine of the Hindoos has been very much
improved. The principal objections to the cotton
of the East have always been its short staple and
its imperfect cleansing. The former may perhapsbe remedied by scientific agriculture and an im¬
proved seed, but it cannot be removed by any in¬
stantaneous process. For the latter it is thoughtthat a remedy has been found in the machine I
have alluded to. It was hoped that the cotton ginof the United States would have successfully ac¬

complished the cleansing process, but it is stated in
a publication by a very skilful and competent per¬
son (the late Mr. Owen Potter) " that the saw-
4 gin will not answer with short-stapled cottons,
4 and where manual labor is so cheap as it is in In-
4 dia it possesses no advantages ; whereas its dis-
4 advantages are that it frays, harasses, and renders
4 shorter a staple, the greatest fault of which is its
4 original shortness." The improved machine is
an invention of Mr. Mather, who was formerly
an engineer at Liverpool; aud it is said 44 to turn
out the cotton uninjured in its staple, considerably
improved in the regularity of its fibres, and quite
as clean as it is desirable to have it brought to the
mill." The experimental trial of this instrument,
and which thus established its efficiency, took place
at Calcutta so late as the '23d of last September,
before a large meeting of official and scientific per¬
sons, and the fact has been most emphatically veri¬
fied by the testimony of Lord Dalhovsie, the
Governor General. The introduction of this ma¬
chine mnst have a great effect upon the experiment
of raising cotton in India, and of eourae a corre¬
sponding one upon the consumption and the price
of one of your principal staples.
The election of Gen. Taylor to the Presidency

will, we. suppose, open again the discussion of the
relative advantages and disadvantages of high and
low tariffs. The prospect of a diminished market
for cotton in Europe may cause some people on
your side of the water to look with more compla¬
cency upon the establishment of a market at home.
The manufacturers of Manchester and other Lan¬
cashire towns are taking steps to remove another
great obstacle which now stands in the way of East
India cotton, that is, the getting it from the interior

k
to the seaboard. A subscription has been opened
for the immediate commencement of a system of
railroads and other modes of internal communica¬
tion in India. In the discussion upon this sub¬
ject at Manchester it was stated that the population
of British India amounted to one hundred and thir¬
teen millions ; and that although our exports to that
country had lately increased, they did not at pre¬
sent exceed 15d. per head per annum, whereas with^Brazil we had an export trade which amounted to'
6s. per head.
Our Grain Market has lately been much de¬

preciated in price, through large importations, parti¬
cularly of wheat, from France. It is not supposed
that theie is any very great surplus in that country;
they do not, however, feel any want at present, but
we are afraid the pressure for money is urgent and
needs immediate relief. But if the price of grain
has been diminished through the introduction of
the foreign article, our public funds and securities
of all kinds have received a very decided upward
impulse through the introduction of foreign capital.
No less than half a million sterling has been re¬
mitted to this country from the continent of Europe
during the last lew weeks for safety and investment
here. The whisper is, and not upon slight founda¬
tion, that the greater part has been on account of
the sovereign and royal family of Prussia, for secu¬
rity against the possible issue of political events in
that country. There is also a rtimor, but it is
merely sor.h, that apartments have been engaged at
Mivart's hotel for these royal personages, should
thev feel it necessary to visit England.

All is still in Ireland. Lord Clarendon has not
yet returned to Dublin. A strong report again pft*
vails that his lordship is to take the Premiership,
Lord John Russell's health not allowing him to re¬
tain that position. It is further stated that Lord
Grev and Sir Charles Wood are not satisfied with
this arrangement, and that they will resign in case
it is carried out.
The loss to Ireland by the failure of the potato,

and its consequent results, is estimated at fort) -

three million pounds sterling. This appears a pro¬
digious amount, and we know not the mode of cal¬
culation upon which it is based, but it is unquali¬
fiedly stated in the daily papers.

There is very little news from France ; all the
attention of the people appears to be turned towards
the approaching Presidential election; and no won¬

der, for it is probably the pivot upon which the
future peace and, consequently, prosperity of France
will depend. General Cataionac was thought to
have made a false move when he boldly challenged
all his accusers to meet him at the Tribune in the
Assembly, and submit all the charges which they
had been privately disseminating against him to
the decision of that body. It was thought that this
discussion would lead to the opening of old wounds,
now fast healing, and to the introduction of new
elements of discord into the approaching contest.
The principal charge against the General wasknown
to be, that, as Secretary at War to the late Exeeu-


